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What comes up

2017 to 2026

We read every Higher Level Paper 2 from the last 9 exams (there were no written exams
in 2020) and noted what each question asked for. The texts change for 2027; the
qguestion types do not. Each number is how many questions that year used the topic; a
topic counts when at least one part of the question asks for it. Reading counts once for
each of the two passages.

2017 2018

Filiocht: theme 2 2

Léamhthuiscint (reading)
Own-words answer, 6(b)

Prés: character

Grammar: briathar saor

Pros: relationships & conflict
Filiocht: technique

Filiocht: feelings & atmosphere
Your own view

Litriocht bhreise (additional lit.)
Prés: plot / events -
Prés: theme -
Filiocht: imagery 1
Filiocht: the poet's life & work 1
Grammar: tuiseal ginideach 1
Prés: feelings -
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Grammar: modh coinniollach 1 -
Grammar: comparison of adjectives - 1
Pros: technique - -
Grammar: verb tenses 1 -

2019 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Years

2

| = m | =2 NNDNDN

-_ e =

2 2 2 2 2 2 9/9
9/9
9/9
9/9
9/9
9/9
8/9
8/9
8/9
9/9
7/9
6/9
6/9
8/9
7/9
6/9
6/9
4/9
- 4/9
- - 1 - - - 2/9

NN=2DNDMNND

N =2 =2 a N=aDNMNNMNDND
N = =2 =2 a2 NDNNMNMNNMNDNND

= =2 AN =2 N=2 =2 NN

=) =2 NDNDNN=22E2DNDNMNMMDNMNDNDN
1
-

-_ e = -
NN ememamkd
_ e = = | |
I N == N
e = T |

Darker = more questions. Source: State Examinations Commission papers, 2017 to 2026, read and
grouped by GrindSpot. Every question we counted is listed at grindspot.ie/fexam-trends. A guide to what
has come up, not a prediction of what will.

[

Same shape every year. Two reading
passages, then prose, poetry and
additional literature, in every paper. Only
the choice inside changed (2021-22 had
more).

Character is always asked. A question on
a character or a relationship came up in
the prose every year. Know two traits of
each main character, with an event for
each.

The briathar saor is the grammar
favourite. It was asked in 9 of 9 papers,
often in both passages. The modh
coinniollach and the breischéim come
next.

New texts for 2027. 2027 is the first year
the new prose and poems are examined,
S0 no past paper has a question on them.
Use past papers for the question types
only.
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Prés ainmnithe Worked answers -

In the real exam

30 marks every year, Fionn's tip: Know two traits of each main
2017 to 2026: Ceist 2: character, the key relationship, the main

2A on a prescribed a2 theme and the ending, each with an event
text, or 2B on your " from the text. Learn the spelling of the names.

optional prose.

1. Athair: Déan cur sios ar charachtar an athar sa ghearrscéal.

2. Athair: Cén tabhacht a bhaineann leis an gceist dheireanach a chuireann an t-athair

ar a mhac?

3. Clann Lir: Déan cur sios ar charachtar Aoife.
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Ceist 1- Léamhthuiscint 100 marc
Freagair Léamhthuiscint A agus Léamhthuiscint B anseo.
A (50 marc)

Léigh an sliocht seo a leanas agus freagair na ceisteanna ar fad a ghabhann leis.

Katie Taylor — ag troid ar son a briongléide

1. Is i Katie Taylor an dornalai is mo cail a
thainig as Eirinn riamh, dar le go leor

daoine. Rugadh i i mBré, Co. Chill
Mhantain, i mi luil 1986. Ba é a hathair,
Pete Taylor, a mhuin ceird na

dornalaiochta di nuair a bhi si an-6g, agus
ba € a bhi mar thraenalai aici ar feadh na
mblianta i gclub dornalaiochta i mBré. Ni
raibh sé éasca do chailin 6g a bheith ag
dornalaiocht ag an am sin. Ni raibh
troideanna ban ceadaithe go hoifigiuil in
Eirinn nuair a thosaigh si ag traenail, agus
nior ghlac gach duine leis go raibh ait do
chailini sa sport. Bhi daoine ann a cheap
nach raibh sé oiriunach do chailini a
bheith ag troid, agus is minic a chuala si
tuairimi diultacha. Ach bhi tacaiocht a
muintire aici i gconai, agus nior chaill si a
misneach. In 2001, nuair nach raibh si ach
cuig bliana déag d'aois, ghlac si pairt i
gceann de na chéad troideanna ban a
ceadaiodh go hoifigiuil sa tir.

2. Ni hamhain go raibh si ina dornalai
iontach. Bhi si an-chumasach ag spoirt
eile freisin, agus d'imir si sacar ar
fhoireann naisiunta na mban sular dhirigh
si go hiomlan ar an dornélaiocht. Bhi si go
maith ag beagnach gach spoért a thriail si
ina hodige. Sa dornalaiocht amaitéarach,
bhuaigh si craobh an domhain cuig huaire
as a cheéile, agus craobh na hEorpa aris
agus aris eile. Thainig si chun bheith ina
réalta sa bhaile, agus thosaigh nios mo

cailini ag freastal ar chlubanna
dornalaiochta ar fud na tire. Ach bhi
briongléid amhain fos aici nar fioraiodh:
bonn oir Oilimpeach. Ni raibh dornalaiocht
na mban ar chlar na gCluichi Oilimpeacha
riamh roimhe sin, agus d'fhan Katie
blianta fada go bhfogréfai go mbeadh si
ann den chéad uair, i Londain in 2012.
Lean si uirthi ag traenail go dian, 13 i
ndiaidh lae, agus a suil ar an sprioc sin.

3. Nuair a shroich Katie Taylor Londain i
samhradh na bliana 2012, bhi suile na tire
uirthi. Lean na milte lucht leanuna as
Eirinn i go dti an lathair, agus bhi an gleo
chomh hard sin gur thug iriseoiri 6
thiortha eile suntas do. Sa bhaile, bhi an
tir ar fad ag faire ar an teilifis. Bhuaigh si
an bonn oir sa rannan meachain éadroim,
agus thainig na sluaite amach ar
shraideanna Bhré chun failte abhaile a
chur roimpi. Bhi si ar dhuine de na
luthchleasaithe ba chailidla in Eirinn as sin
amach. Ceithre bliana ina dhiaidh sin,
afach, bhi dioma an domhain uirthi ag na
Cluichi Oilimpeacha i Rio de Janeiro, nuair
a buaileadh i sa bhabhta ceathru
ceannais. Ba bhuille mor di an dioma sin,
agus cheap go leor daoine go raibh
deireadh lena gairm bheatha. Bhi athru
tagtha ar a saol pearsanta faoin am sin
freisin, mar ni raibh a hathair ag traenail
|éi a thuilleadh.
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na Samhna). 2 marc
(b)(ii) Doirse a oscailt do chailini agus do mhna 6ga ar fud na tire. 2 marc

6. (a) Briathar saor, Aimsir Chaite (Alt 1): Rugadh (or ceadaiodh). Breischéim (Alt 5): is
tabhachtai. 3 marc

(b) Model: Ar an gcéad dul sios, nuair a bhi Katie 6g, ni raibh cead ag mna troid go
hoifigidil sa tir seo, agus bhi ar Katie fanacht go dti go n-athrofai na rialacha. Ina
theannta sin, bhi uirthi a baile agus a muintir a fhagail chun tosu aris mar dhornalai
gairmidil i Meiricea, agus fiu ansin chaill si troid os comhair a muintire féin i mBaile
Atha Cliath sular éirigh Iéi aris. (about 65 words) 12 marc

Questions 1-5: 7 marks each; answers may be in your own words or the passage's. Excess
material that does not answer the question can lose marks. 6(a): 2 marks for the first correct
item, 1 for the second. 6(b): 12 marks for two relevant points in your own words; sentences
lifted from the passage earn nothing.

Ceist 1- Léamhthuiscint B (50 marks)

1. (a) Idir ocht agus deich n-uaire an chloig gach oiche. 3 marc
(b)(i) Any two: staidéar; féachaint ar shraitheanna; scrollail ar na meain shaisialta.
2 marc

(b)(ii) Déanann si dochar da slainte agus da gcuid foghlama. 2 marc

2. (a) Scaoileann an inchinn an meileatoinin nios déanai san oiche, agus da bharr sin
ni bhionn tuirse ar go leor déagdiri go dti go mbionn sé déanach. 3 marc

(b)(i) Cuireann sé codladh ar dhuine. 2 marc

(b)(ii) Cuireann sé an clog inmheanach nios mé as riocht, agus bionn sé nios deacra
fés dul a chodladh oiche Dhomhnaigh. 2 marc

3. (a) Is le linn codlata a storalann an inchinn an t-eolas a foghlaimiodh i rith an lae.
3 marc
(b)(i) Bionn siad nios crosta agus nios imniche na a gcomhaoisigh. 2 marc

(b)(ii) Meachan a chur suas, agus céras imdhionachta nios laige. 2 marc

4. (a) Tugann scaileain solas gorm uathu a chuireann moill ar an meileatoinin, agus
coinnionn fograi agus teachtaireachtai an inchinn ag obair. 3 marc

(b)(i) E a fhagail i seomra eile uair an chloig roimh am codlata, né ar a laghad na fégrai
a mhuchadh. 2 marc

(b)(ii) Bheadh difriocht mhor le feiceail. 2 marc
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